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ASSOCIATION OF MAYORS OF THE
BOROUGHS OF PENNSYLVANIA

Please check out our website at 
www.paboroughmayors.com

 There are many informative links, application forms, and 
other items of interest  for mayors.

If there is something you would like to see there please 
contact our secretary at:

dianesmith.AMBP@gmail.com 

A Message from President Randy Riddle;  Grove City

Mayor Randy Riddle, Grove City and President of 
AMBP presents a proclamation to Je�rey Finch, 
superintendent of Grove City Area School District.

This March, the executive committee of the Association 
joined forces with Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 
and Nationwide Insurance to participate in the �fth annual 
Power of Parents Day o�cially on April 21.   Parents and 
caregivers were urged to download the free Power of 
Parents Handbook and talk with their children about the 
danger of irresponsible alcohol use.  Mayor Riddle issued a 
proclamation and challenged fellow mayors across 
Pennsylvania and elsewhere to join him in this e�ort to 
prevent underage drinking.

Here is a link you may share with those in your community:
http://www.madd.org/underage-drinking/the-power-of-
parents/

You will �nd two booklets in PDF format containing helpful 
tips on how parents can talk to their children.  One is for 
middle school and one is for high school.  Please feel free to 
share it.  Anytime is the right time for the conversation.

AMBP joins with MADD for Powertalk 21

Many of our mayors, including myself and Northampton Mayor,Tom 
Reenock (past president), took the opportunity to join with MADD 
and issue varying versions of proclamations designating April 21, 
2016 as “National Power Talk 21 Day”.
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Articles for Next Newsletter 
are due by June 15th.

For years, Joan has been binding the love of family, community and church together in one package, 
intermingling each with the other, and stressing the importance of civic duty to her children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren by example, while serving her church and community and 
adhering to a strong work ethic.    In all of the various aspects of Mayor Derco’s life one underlying 
and predominant theme emerges; involvement out of love and respect for others enriches the 
quality of one’s life as well as lives of those in the community, church, and especially the family.

If you wish, donations may be made to Holy Cross Church or the Youngwood Playground Fund in 
honor of Mayor Derco.

Following are links with more information on Mayor Joan.

http://triblive.com/news/westmoreland/10250949-74/derco-youngwood-borough
http://triblive.com/neighborhoods/yourhempfield/yourhempfieldmore/7040509-74/derco-mayor-youngwood   

It is with deep regret and sorrow that we 
announce the passing of Mayor Joan 
Derco of Youngwood Borough.  She was a 
member of Youngwood Council from 1989 
to 1998 and became Youngwood’s �rst 
woman mayor which she held until her 
passing.  She was a member of the 
executive board of the Association of 
Mayors of the Boroughs of Pennsylvania 
where she served with distinction.

She was a well loved and energetic woman whose opinion was well respected.  She was selected as 
the 2013 Albert Montecalvo Mayor of the Year by the Association.

In Memory

Mayor Joan B. Derco
May 14, 1932
April 4, 2016

Don’t lose your AMBP bene�ts, send in your dues today!
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Notes from the Boroughs
Executive Board Member of the Association of 
Mayors AND 1st Vice President of PSAB, Chuck 
Mummert, Mayor of Elizabethtown presented a 
plaque during the Ephrata Borough Council 
meeting.  

Although the plaque was “to” Ephrata Borough 
congratulating them on 125 years, the general 
feeling was that it should be presented to Mr. 
Lowell Haws of the Ephrata Historical Society.

Congratulations to both Ephrata and Mr. Haws!

pictures courtesy of Gary Klinger of the Ephrata Review

Political language is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable,
and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind. 
                                                                                                     ---George Orwell

Mayor Dick Starliper of Waynesboro reports he has been quite busy :  Mixer at Chamber of Commerce, 
various Ribbon Cuttings, Marriage ceremonies, judging the local Rotary’s Speech Competition and Boy 
Scout Eagle Award Events.  Apparently a Mayors work is never done!

Mayor Court's Crime Watch Meeting on 
March 31st, included a presentation from 
Pastor Randy Crum and Dan Bailey of Vision 
Ministry and FBI Agent  Denise Holtz and Ed 
Renda also of the FBI.  Ms Holtz was with 
them for six years and Mr. Renda, eighteen 
years. 

Mayor Court was praised for his hard work 
and his proactive approach in �ghting 
crime and illegal narcotics as well as his 
determination and protection of the 
Ellwood City Community. Also in the photo 
is Frank Snizek, Crime watch VP and citizen 
Barb Bohizic.

Mayor Tony Court of Ellwod City

(via Facebook)

from Mayor Ron:



Keynote Address – “Be the Best You Can Be” Rocky Bleier.
Bleier, a former Pittsburgh Steelers running back, will share a gripping tale of courage on both 
the football fields of America and the battlefields of Vietnam. The motivational message details 
how ordinary people can become extraordinary achievers. 

Mayors Association Membership Roundtable and Business Meeting 
President Randy Riddle, presiding 

Cocoa Rms 4 and 5  –  2:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.

http://boroughs.org/ck�nder/user�les/�les/75837_76027_PSAB_2016AnnConfRegBklt_1LR.pdf

• PEMA Director Richard D. Flinn, Jr.
• Effective Use of Property Maintenance Codes
• Managing Stormwater Issues
• Rental Ordinances & Inspections
• Federal and State Transportation Update
• Changes to the Right to Know Law
• Media Relations: Can I Speak Off the Record?
• How County Reassessments Can Affect Your Borough
• Mayor, Council & Administrator Sessions
• State Agency & Legislative Panels
• PSAB Legislative Update

Please Join Us for the 2016 PSAB Annual Conference in beautiful Hershey, PA.

2016 Annual Conference
"Knowing Your Resources: 

The Key To Achieving 
Success in Your Borough"

 June 5 - 8, 2016
 Hershey Lodge

Use this link to access the entire conference schedule

-4-



-5-

Proposed  By Law  Changes to be voted on at Membership Meeting in Hershey

Earlier this year, President Riddle appointed a committee of mayors - Tom Oliverio (Zelienople), Tony Court 
(Ellwood City), Randy Riddle  (Grove City) and the secretary of AMBP, Diane Smith. 

The committee was charged with going over the by-laws line by line and recommending adjustments that 
re�ect more contemporary and e�cient practices as well as clarifying any ambiguity.  Solicitor Marshall has 
also been given the proposals to read over.

One of the major changes would be to change the number of districts from 8 to 6 in order to better to coor-
dinate with PSAB who uses 6 districts.  This would not change the number of representatives;  however, it 
would allow for 4  “at large” members to better represent any district that is under represented.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE AMBP are encouraged to go to the website:  www.paboroughmayors.org and read 
through the changes.  Sections to change are highlighted in yellow followed by the new wording in bold 
print. If you have any questions, please email the Secretary at DianeSmith.AMBP@gmail.com.  These 
changes will be voted on at the Annual Conference of PSAB and AMBP on June 5 - 8, 2016 at Hershey Lodge 
by all members that are able to attend.  Please contact us ahead of time with any thoughts or concerns.

New Borough leaders are encouraged to attend a Pre-Conference Session  for Newly-Elected 
O�cials on Sunday, June 5, 2016  from 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.   |   fee: $30

Presenter: Judy Chambers, Economic and Community Development Educator,
Penn State Extension & former Borough Manager

    Topics Include:
 •  Municipal Budgeting

 •  Executive Sessions
 •  Engaging the Public 

 •  The Role of the Mayor & Council
 •  Ethics •  Right to Know Law

 •  Much More! 
 

 Seating is limited to the �rst 40 people who register. Please register for this session on the regular 
conference registration form and include payment.

Questions? Contact Ed Knittel at 800-232-7722, Ext. 1027 or eknittel@boroughs.org 
or Mary Weller at 800-232-7722, Ext. 1026 or mweller@boroughs.org.
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More notes from the Boroughs
Mayor Tony Court of Ellwood City issues 
a Proclamation declaring May 6, 2016 
to be National Children’s Mental Health 
Awareness Day.

Mayor Court was proud to help with 
the kick-o� of this worthy cause on 
April 26th with Debbie Wiech, LHS 
Counselor and Kirk Lape, Principal of 
LHS

WHEREAS, the Borough of Grove City recognizes the importance of parents talking with their 
teens about alcohol in order to reduce the risks and dangers posed to teens and communities; 
and 

WHEREAS, high school students who use alcohol or other substances are �ve times more likely 
to drop out of school or believe good grades are not important; and 

WHEREAS, 27 percent of middle school students try alcohol before graduating from 8th grade, 
signi�cantly increasing the risk that they will develop alcohol problems later in life; and 

WHEREAS, teen alcohol use kills 4,700 people each year, more than all other illegal drugs 
combined; and 

WHEREAS, the majority of kids say their parents are their primary in�uence when it comes to 
decisions about drinking alcohol; and 

WHEREAS, PowerTalk 21® day, started by Mothers Against Drunk Driving® (MADD) in 2011,  is 
established on April 21, 2016, to encourage parents and caregivers to embrace their important 
role in in�uencing America’s youth and their decisions about drinking alcohol; and 

WHEREAS, in 2016, MADD will as part of Power of Parents® program to create a sustained and 
prolonged conversation about underage drinking among middle school and high school 
students; and 

WHEREAS, to equip parents to talk with their teens about alcohol, MADD Pennsylvania on April 
1 to April 25 will actively give parents the tools to e�ectively talk to their children about alcohol 
to protect them; and 

WHEREAS, I urge all citizens to join in the local and national e�orts to raise awareness of the 
importance of parents and teens talking together about alcohol to reduce the risks and dangers 
posed to teens and communities; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, do I Randy Riddle, as the Mayor of Grove City, do hereby proclaim Thursday, 
April 21st to be:

PowerTalk 21® Day
in the Borough of Grove City, PA.

 

Signed this 21st day of April, 2016.

Randy Riddle
Borough of Grove City

PROCLAMATION

Grove City Version

Mayors can play a special role in the 
community by bringing awareness to 
worthy causes and recognizing 
dedicated residents who are tireless in 
their e�orts to make a di�erence in the 
lives of others.

By issuing proclamations, you not only 
recognize the issue, but bring 
important information to the public in 
a way that provides access and aid to 
those individuals who may feel that 
they need to deal with a problem by 
themselves.  

Many of these problems can only 
begin to be solved by starting the 
conversation and making resources 
available.   Bringing people together 
brings resources, experience, and 
solutions together.

MAYORS

If you have a facebook page, please let 
me know.  I would be happy to check out 
your pages and highlight some of the 
things you are doing in your borough!

email me at:
DianeSmith.AMBP@gmail.com


