
Volume 16, Issue 1     First Quarter

ASSOCIATION OF MAYORS OF THE

BOROUGHS OF PENNSYLVANIA

Please check out our website at 
www.paboroughmayors.com

 There are many informative links, application 
forms, and other items of interest  for mayors.

If there is something you would like to see there 
please contact our secretary at:
dianesmith.AMBP@gmail.com 

Inside this issue:

IMPORTANT BY-LAW INFORMATION 
FOR MEMBERS

Notes from around the boroughs
Mayor of the Year nomination form

2016 membership form

Certainly we all have our local controversies from time to time,  but for the most part we simply have 
our reorganizational meeting every two years,  elect our council presidents and vice presidents and 
then go about the business of managing our boroughs.

Whether you are the mayor of a borough with more than twenty six thousand residents like Plum or 
one of less than 20 residents like Cherry Valley, you have a critical role in providing the crucial 
services that our residents need and deserve.

I don’t have to tell you that what you do often goes unnoticed unless there is a problem.   But that 
doesn’t take away from its importance.   As the president of the Association of Mayors of Pennsylva-
nia I want you to know that I appreciate your e�orts and I am committed to helping you provide 
those important services to your constituents.   If there is anything that I can do, anything our board 
can do, or anything our secretary, Diane, can do to help you, please ask.   

The Association of Mayors of Pennsylvania is here to help you be the best that you can be as 
borough mayors and to help you provide the services that your residents deserve.  Even if no one 
notices.

Thanks for all you do in your respective boroughs.

While most of our residents are focused on watching the Presi-
dential contenders battle in their never ending series of debates 
or the �asco our state government has become in its quest to do 
something as simple as pass a budget, our boroughs keep work-
ing without any fanfare and functioning the way government is 
supposed to work. 

Happy New Year and welcome to 2016 !!!

A Message from President Randy Riddle;  Grove City





Elizabethtown Mayor -Chuck Mummert presents award 
to Commander Paul Rettew of the Elizabethtown Chapter 
of American Legion for their participation in the Holiday 
Parade. 

Mayor Mummert says: “We are always honored to have 
the American Legion work together with our Borough.

Notes from the Boroughs

Quite a few people laughed at �rst but now 
the laughter is gone and when my o�cers 
got to a scene they have everything they 
need.  It has worked better than expected.

One issue that the builder addressed was that 
the radio was so heavy that the board bowed 
in the middle.  He attached a piece of angle 
iron across the front of the board which took 
care of the problem.

The radio people like the solution because 
the radio just slides out to them and they do 
not have to move items or get inside the 
vehicle. “

Bruce Hockersmith, Mayor of Shippensburg  sent in these pictures of an innovative idea to address
the storage problem in police vehicles.  Chief of Police, Fred Scott explains that the cars have limited storage
and loading the equipment in the trunk area made it di�cult to access things quickly.  In addition, having to 
empty the trunk in the event of a �at tire, was particularly ine�cient.

Chief Scott says”  I did not believe in paying a lot of money for a metal box for the radio.  I asked a friend who 
is pretty good with wood to make a shel with braces on the side to hold a sheet of plywood and a board across 
the back to bolt it to the seating frame.

Total cost was under $160.  Innovation and common sense?  Priceless.
If someone in your borough has come up with a good idea, please share it with all of us!

Today’s quote:

Character:
how you treat those who
can do nothing for you.





Proposed  By Law  Changes

Earlier this year, President Riddle appointed a committee of mayors - Tom Oliverio (Zelienople), Tony Court 
(Ellwood City), Randy Riddle  (Grove City) and the secretary of AMBP, Diane Smith. 

The committee was charged with going over the by-laws line by line and recommending adjustments that 
re�ect more contemporary and e�cient practices as well as clarifying any ambiguity.  Solicitor Marshall has 
also been given the proposals to read over.

One of the major changes would be to change the number of districts from 8 to 6 in order to better to coor-
dinate with PSAB who uses 6 districts.  This would not change the number of representatives;  however, it 
would allow for 4  “at large” members to better represent any district that is under represented.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE AMBP are encouraged to go to the website:  www.paboroughmayors.org and read 
through the changes.  Sections to change are highlighted in yellow followed by the new wording in bold 
print. If you have any questions, please email the Secretary at DianeSmith.AMBP@gmail.com.  These 
changes will be voted on at the Annual Conference of PSAB and AMBP on June 5 - 8, 2016 at Hershey Lodge 
by all members that are able to attend.  Please contact us ahead of time with any thoughts or concerns.

Everyone in the Brownsville Community is especially excited to witness the development of a project of such 
great magnitude in their hometown.  Throughout the years, the performing arts students of this area have 
had to travel to other areas to showcase their talents, but a  stage will permit them to perform in their own 
community.  This will also provide the opportunity for other students to �nd positive outlets for their energy 
and interests.  Getting the youth involved in this community project hopefully will encourage them to remain 
or return in this area at some point in their lives and help sustain the town’s vitality – Our vitality!

The Fayette County Redevelopment Authority has opened the door for bids for the Snowden Square Stage 
Project in downtown Brownsville.  The deadline to bid on the project is Feb 2.  The authority has 60 days to 
review the bids before taking any action.  

OPERATION FALCON REVITILIZATION...Our Students in Action (SIA) 
Team consists of six students from Brownsville Area High School 
(BAHS) who are actively involved in the student council.  The SIA has 
formed a collaboration with community organizations to create a park 
in our town square that is located directly on Market Street (Historic 
Route 40), the main route through town.  The �rst goal is to construct 
a stage that will attract performing arts and events, creating a focal 
point to highlight the town square.  

From Mayor Lester Ward of Brownsville:

More notes from the Boroughs





Mrs. Stull's second grade class at Grove City Area Schools - Hillview Intermediate Unit learned about local government in 
October.  A student teacher from Grove City College had photos of government o�cials during her initial material 
presentation.  She asked students if they could identify any of the photos.  Photos included (Presidents Washington, 
Lincoln and Obama).  She was quite surprised when Ella identi�ed me as "Randy Riddle - Mayor of Grove City - and my 
Grandpa".  I encourage Mayors to accept invites for speaking in your local schools to help student learn about local 
government.  The students always have interesting questions!  

Section 1005-A.  

(b)  Marriage ceremony fees.--Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent a mayor from receiving a monetary fee 
for the performance of a marriage ceremony in this Commonwealth provided the fee does not exceed $150 for each 
ceremony performed. Prior to performing these ceremonies, the mayor shall notify council in writing of the mayor's 
intention to perform marriage ceremonies. The noti�cation shall remain in e�ect for the term of the mayor or until such 
time as the noti�cation is rescinded by the mayor. The mayor shall keep accurate accounts of the fees received relating 
to the performance of marriage ceremonies and provide council each quarter with a report of moneys received for that 
period. The quarterly report shall include the amount of money received, the names of persons from whom money was 
received along with the date and the location of the performed ceremony and shall be considered a public record. 

The receipt of a fee under this subsection shall not be considered a violation of 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 11 (relating to ethics stan-
dards and �nancial disclosure) and shall not be considered compensation under this act.   (1005-A added May 17, 2012, 
P.L.2012, No.43)

Wedding Season is approaching and I have received several calls on what fees a mayor MAY charge
for performing a ceremony.  This is an excerpt from the borough code.  A link to the full code may be
found on our website:  www.paboroughmayors.org

Mayor Randy Riddle, Grove City
and grand-daughter, Ella Stillwagon




Mayor Deborah Bargo of Lewistown reports that this year’s Ice Festival “ was a blast.  Thousands of people 
downtown and so much fun.  Plus, it was cold enough for the ice to at least last one day.

What I (the secretary) didn’t realize was that Lewistown and our Mayor Bargo was also featured in a USA 
TODAY article on “Unusual  New Year’s Eve Drops”.   I would be interested to know if the residents then get to 
eat the potato chips...and if a “dip” contest might be the next step ?!?

In Pennsylvania, the Great Chip Drop over downtown Lewistown features a six-by-
nine-foot, 200-pound Hartley's Potato Chip bag; the chips have been a part of the area 
since 1935. Mayor Deb Bargo counts down to midnight, and once the bag hits the 
ground, �reworks burst overhead.

by Susan B. Barnes, Special for USA TODAY | Published on December 22, 2014


