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President Riddle, Mayor of the Year James Gallucci,
and Mayor of the Year Chair, Bruce Hockersmith

It is a great honor to congratulate Mayor James 
Gallucci as the Association of Mayors of the Boroughs 
of Pennsylvania “Mayor of the Year for 2016”. 

Mayor Gallucci, through dedicated observance of the 
duties of mayors, has met and exceeded the 
qualifications necessary to receive this award.  His 
service to community is exemplified by his 
willingness to “go beyond” just being Mayor. 

Jim takes the initiative whenever he can to promote 
the interests of not only West Leechburg, but also the 
interests of county and state boroughs associations. 
His fulfilling the duties as Mayor of West Leechburg is 
an example to be followed by all who wish to be 
recognized as outstanding in their respective 
communities.

Inside this issue:  important notes and highlights from the general 
meeting in Hershey, notes from the boroughs, new programs available, 
and nomination forms for next years Mayor of the Year Award and 
Scholarship program. 

ASSOCIATION OF MAYORS OF THE
BOROUGHS OF PENNSYLVANIA

2016 Mayor of the Year

Welcome mayors,

I trust that all is well in your 
respective boroughs this summer.

Diane has pulled together another 
informative newsletter containing 
interesting topics and Mayor related 
events.  At Hershey, we had some 
discussion on body cameras - please 
see details on this important issue.

Again, feel free to ask any questions 
that you have.  And if you have items 
or events you feel would be of interest 
to other mayors, please contact us so 
we may share your borough’s news in 
our newsletter.
 

Mayor Tom Oliverio 
has known Mayor 
Gallucci for over 20 
year.  “I got to know 
Jim at the many 
conferences we 
attended for PSAB 
and AMBP.  He and 
his wife Ellen would 
often have dinner 

with me and my wife, Helen.  You couldn’t 
help but notice how much Jim loved what 
he was doing.  I asked him to consider 
being on the executive committee once I 
saw how seriously he took his responsibil-
ity as mayor of West Leechburg.  I think 
altogether Jim has served his community 
for over 34 years.  That’s dedication.  I am 
happy that we were able to recognize Jim 
this year as Mayor of the Year.”
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Articles for Next Newsletter are due by Sept 15th.

2017 dues information will be coming to your borough o�ce soon!  Please make sure
to get them in ASAP.  Your membership expires December 2016.  Don’t lose months of bene�ts!

There is no fee to participate and groups must agree to make safety a top priority, schedule two cleanups per year and report results to Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful after 
each cleanup.  

“We all want to live in a clean community. Adopting an area is a proven and e�ective way to address persistent dumping and littering and helps keep these areas trash-free. 
All it takes is a concerned person or group of volunteers and a commitment to be part of the solution to keeping Pennsylvania clean,” explained Reiter. 

For more information visit http://www.keeppabeautiful.org/KeepIt/AdoptionProgram.aspx
or contact Stephanie Larson at slarson@keeppabeautiful.org or 724-836-4121 x104.

For information about adopting a state maintained road visit the PA Department of Transportation at
www.penndot.gov  and search Adopt-a-Highway. 

DOES YOUR COMMUNITY HAVE A LITTER PROBLEM? 

Does your borough have a littering problem? Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful would like to partner with your borough to o�er local 
residents a way to adopt a road, trail, park or other area they care about to help keep it litter free. Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful 
provides the administration of the program and a recognition sign. We ask the partnering borough to support the adoption by 
providing the sign post, installation of the sign and trash disposal options, as needed. The volunteer group will provide the steward-
ship and valuable manpower needed to keep our communities clean and beautiful. 

According to Keep America Beautiful’s 2009 National Visible Litter Survey and Litter Cost Study, litter cleanup costs the U.S. more 
than an estimated $11.5 billion each year with municipalities spending more than $790 million and counties spending $185 million 
each year.  

“Many communities depend on volunteers to clean up litter. Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful works hand in hand with local municipali-
ties and counties to provide residents with the tools and resources they need to keep our communities clean and beautiful,” stated 
Shannon Reiter, President of Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful. “Our Adoption Program helps mitigate the costs associated with cleaning 
up and encourages partnerships between local residents and municipalities. It’s a win-win.”

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Invites Communities to Partner on a
Local Road Adoption Program to Keep Communities Litter Free  

Community policing has long been considered a framework for establishing trust between the community and the police. However, over 
time the character and composition of our nation’s communities have changed due to shifting demographics, more commuters, and the 
introduction of di�erent communication methods such as websites and social media.

The Hawthorne Police Department hit upon a simple plan to break through the barriers that have been built over the years–a cup of co�ee.

In less than �ve years, Co�ee with a Cop events have been hosted in more than 3000 communities, in all 50 states and is one of the most 
successful community oriented policing programs across the country. The program has also expanded to outside the Unites States to 
Canada, Europe, Australia, and Africa.  The key to Co�ee with a Cop’s growing success is that it opens the door for interactions outside of the 
crisis situations that typically bring law enforcement o�cers and community members together.

For more information visit their website:          http://co�eewithacop.com/ 
or visit their facebook page at                              https://www.facebook.com/co�eewithacop/?fref=ts

Have you heard ?

Co�ee with A Cop was launched in Hawthorne, California in 2011, as a result of a brainstorming 
session. Members of the Hawthorne Police Department were looking for ways to interact more 
successfully with the citizens they served each day.

from Mayor Geo� Henry, Oxford
via facebook

Building relationships. One cup at a time.
Co�ee with a Cop brings police o�cers and the 

community members they serve together–over co�ee–
to discuss issues and learn more about each other.
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Notes from the Boroughs

The use of radar for municipal police departments continues to pose a problem with many legislators and 
several radar bills are currently in the Senate and House of Representatives.  Montoursville police depart-
ment and the mayor proposed a “slow down” sign in residential areas of Montoursville Borough where 
residents have complained about speeding.

Mayor John Dorin contacted a sign manufacturer and negotiated a $10 fee for slow down signs.  Borough 
residents have partnered with the Police Department by purchasing these signs.  The “Slow down” signs 
were prominently displayed on front lawns of residents.  The program was a great success in slowing down 
tra�c.  Try it in your borough.

Another Safety Tool for Police Departments

Mayor John Dorin

President Riddle with Grove City College  President Paul McNulty

C-SPAN brought the 2016 
Campaign Bus to Grove City 
College to kick o� the Penn-
sylvania Primary Tour.  The bus 
is a rolling classroom and 
television studio where 
visitors can learn about 
American politics and weigh 
in on the current campaign 
with on-camera statements.  

Grove City Mayor - Randy Riddle
PA State Representative - Tedd Nesbit
PA State Senator - Michelle Brooks

Mayor Deb Bargo of Lewistown sent pictures of an annual event called “Kid Connection” held on the last Saturday of April.  This year was the 
33rd year for the event.  Children from ages  2 - 12 engage in free activities and experiences.  This year those included:  balloon art, cotton 
candy, whoopie pie making, bounce houses, the Hershey Kiss Mobile, a magician, Kid Karaoke, sand art, Krazy Hair, dance performances and 
others.

Groups and Organizations who participate by providing an activity are not charged for the event.  The entire day is funded by organizations 
throughout Mi�in County.  Volunteers spend nearly the whole year planning.  Days like this would not be possible with the support of the 
community, and all participants should be commended for the e�ort they put forth on behalf of the children of the community. 
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Highlights from the General Membership Meeting
On June 6, the general membership meeting of the 
Association of Mayors was held during the PSAB 
conference in Hershey.

President Randy Riddle made opening remarks noting 
that 10 mayors were now on the Board of PSAB and 
that 45 mayors were in attendance at the conference.  
Mayor Riddle said these numbers indicate that the 
Mayors of the AMBP are not only an integral part of 
PSAB but have a strong voice on behalf of the mayors 
as well as their boroughs.

AMBP Solicitor, Matt Marshall addressed the members, and then reviewed the corrections 
and changes that had been proposed, accepted and were now being recommended to the 
general membership by the executive committee.  These changes were passed unanimously.  
A PDF of the new by-laws will be posted on the website at www.paboroughmayors.org.

- Performing Weddings.  Can a retired mayor perform marriages?
Sending an appropriate letter to council indicating an intention to 
perform weddings - The reporting of fees for performing a marriage (see 
website for sample letter).

- “Body Cams”.  What are the consequences of using new 
technology and what are the legal rami�cations.  Atty. Marshall 
recommends that boroughs seek to establish a strong policy ahead of 
time and get recommendations from sources such as the DA, the police 
and state legislators.  The policy of the Central Bucks Regional Police 
Department will be posted on the website and may o�er a good starting 
point.  This will most certainly be an ongoing topic.

- Legislation.  Mayor John Dorin, our legislative lobbyist, reported 
on the progress of current legislation.  His full report can also be found on 
our website.

- Liquid Fuel Money – appropriate uses.

A Question / Answer period followed. While the 
complete minutes will be posted on the website, 
here are a few of the topics that were discussed:

Keynote speaker Rocky Bleier shares his Super Bowl 
rings with Mayor Riddle 

Mayor John Dorin gives
legislative update

Q and A period

Atty Matt Marshall
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The Mayor of the Year Presentation followed.  
Mayor Bruce Hockersmith announced that this 
year’s Award was given to James Gallucci of West 
Leechburg.

President Riddle o�ered closing remarks and a 
reminder for members to begin thinking of 
possible nominations for next years “Mayor of 
the Year” as well as submitting applications for 
the “Bob Linn Scholarship.”  Requirements for 
both of these awards are on the last page of this 
newsletter and on our website.

Bruce Hockersmith shares award with recipient James Gallucci

Today, we o�ciated at wedding #34. The young man is enlisted in the 
military, stationed in Georgia.  He drove all night to get to City Hall.  His 
�ancé, who lives in the Back Mountain area, drove to meet him in Berwick.  
While they had a bit of a time getting here, it was a great ceremony, and we 
were truly honored to be part of their special day. 

The bride had called City Hall on Monday, and said they couldn't �nd 
anyone to perform the ceremony on such short notice.  They called Nancy 
and of course, she gave them my number.  You bet we changed a few things 
around to make this happen.  The groom was about to be relocated to 
another military facility, and they wanted to get married before he was 
shipped out. 

The City Hall sta� made co�ee and cookies for the couple. Thank you for 
your service to our Country and God Bless them.  And thanks to the wonder-
ful ladies at City Hall for their hospitality, I know it was appreciated.

Mayor Tim Burke of Berwick Borough via Facebook:

and sometimes Mayors just  save the day!

Executive Committee Vacancy.  With the passing of Mayor 
Joan Derco, we are seeking quali�ed candidates for the 
open seat.  To be eligible for consideration, a mayor must 
have completed at least one full term in o�ce.  A letter of 
interest with basic information and time served are required 
for consideration, as well as a statement of quali�cations, 
boards served, and community service which will be 
reviewed by the Executive Committee of the AMBP.  Serious 
candidates should consider attending the Fall Conference in 
October.  Information is requested no later than September 
30th, 2016.
Interested candidates may send their inquiries to Diane 
Smith, Association Secretary/Treasurer, at 428 North 
McKean St., Butler, PA 16001. 
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More notes from the Boroughs

Please check out our website at www.paboroughmayors.com
 There are many informative links, application forms, and other items of interest  for mayors.  If there is something you 

would like to see there please contact our secretary at:  dianesmith.AMBP@gmail.com
NEW

The newly adopted by-laws have been posted
and

The Central Bucks Regional Police Directive establishing guidelines for the proper and lawful operation of the body worn 
audio/video camera systems and  de�ned media storage and retention systems for the events recorded by the devices.  

“The food pantry has been a project that the entire community has gotten behind. It is incredible to watch everyone pull together on this.  In 
fact, at our distribution days, we usually have so many volunteers that there aren't enough jobs for everyone!”

When asked to what he attributes this “cooperation” the mayor says “ It was one of my goals when I �rst took o�ce to work with the township.  
We want to maintain our close knit community and we all want our neighbors to succeed.  We're a borough were you'll see our police o�cers 
playing four square with our younger residents and we all know each other's names.

Sounds like a mayor doing his job!

Mayor Chris Mulhall of Honey Brook Borough announced a charity golf outing to raise money for the Honey Brook 
Food Pantry.  The pantry serves nearly 10,000 pounds of food per month to 250 families, assisted by 80 volunteers.  
The 15% poverty rate in Honey Brook Township is among the highest in Chester County.

Mayor Mulhall says unfortunately, too many in the surrounding community were food-insecure so the residents got 
together and started this fantastic program. One of the unique features is the wide selection of fresh produce that is 
available.  Periodically, they even have a chef on site demonstrating what you can do with the items that are 
available that day.

If you have a facebook page, please let me know.  I would be happy to check out your 
pages and highlight some of the things you are doing in your borough!

via Facebook

Mayor Riddle encourages all Boroughs to support a JCP Program in their 
communities.  Grove City has developed a program whereby they use both 
classes with the Senior mentoring the incoming Junior.

Information on the program may be found at:
http://boroughs.org/subpage.php?link=Junior-Council%20Person%20Program

Grove City Borough is a participant in the PSAB 
Junior Council Person Program.  This program 
provides opportunities for High School Juniors and 
Seniors to participate in meetings, learn how local 
government works, develop leadership skills and 
serve their community.

Left to right (JCP's for 2016-2017 school year)
Grove City Council member, Amy Gallagher

Junior Council Person: Maxwell Boshaw  - Grove City High School Junior class
Junior Council Person: Cammie Messer - Grove City High School Senior Class

Grove City Mayor Randy Riddle


