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Welcome Mayors!
Happy New Year to all of you, your families and your boroughs. I trust that all is well
in your respective boroughs and that you, in your capacity as Mayor, are busy assisting the residents of your boroughs. Thank you for what you do to make your
boroughs the best that they can be!
The January 2017 issue of the Pennsylvania Borough News included my article on
“The Underestimated Impact of Mayors”. I hope that you all had a chance to read the
article. The AMBP association is proud to be associated with the PSAB as we can:
•

Share our experiences with other mayors

•

Network with both Council members and Mayors from all over Pennsylvania

•

Attend sessions at the PSAB conferences

Randy Riddle
President – AMBP
Mayor of Grove City Borough

Please do consider sending articles/photos to Diane for inclusion in the newsletter. We also can help you with
your Mayorial questions – simply contact Diane.
I hope to see you at the AMBP meeting and the educational sessions at the PSAB Conference May 7 – 10 in
Hershey, PA. Come join us as we hear from Cal Ripken, Jr.
Also, PLEASE NOTE that we have decided to extend the deadlines for the 2017 Mayor Bob Linn Scholarship
applications and nominations for the Albert Montecalvo Mayor of the Year Award to no later than March 12th.
Details on how to apply are on inside this newsletter.

Randy

See you soon!

Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in
elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day
about the kind of community you want to live in.
Author unknown.
So mayors, how do you get volunteers for your projects?
Let me know at:
dianesmith.AMBP@gmail.com
Articles for Next Newsletter are due by April 15th.

Inside:
Notes from the Boroughs
Conference information
Membership application
Information on Mayor of
the Year nominations,
scholarship information
and a little bit of history!
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A little history on our AMBP awards...

For those of you who have been mayors for a while, you are probably pretty familiar with our Mayor
of the Year and Scholarship Awards and the mayors for whom they are named. However, for the rest
of you newer officials, we thought it might be valuable for you to become more familiar with the
men in whose footsteps you are following.
Our Mayor of the Year Award is named after Mayor Albert Montecalvo. (1922 - 2014). With 16 terms and 56 years as mayor,
it is believed Montecalvo was one of the longest-running mayors in the state — and possibly the nation. Montecalvo also
served for four years on borough council, making his political service to the borough around 60 years.
Born on Jan. 12, 1922, he was raised during the depression. “They didn’t have a lot of money,” but he grew up in a very loving
family and did his duty in World War II and served his community. Vincent Montecalvo, current Lewis Run mayor and nephew
of Abbie Montecalvo also had this to say; he was a man that, number one, loved his country, loved his faith, loved his God,
he loved Lewis Run, and most of all he loved his family.
Many people had praise for Mayor Montecalvo...even those that didn’t always see eye to eye with him. Some of the phrases
used to describe him were witty, had faith, reliable, classy, a sharp dresser, a good co-worker, a great attitude, patient, trusted,
supportive, willing to lend a hand, and more. From the manager of the Bradford Club where the mayor was a bartender: “He
was a charismatic man of integrity and devotion and was always eager to serve, whether as mayor, bartender or as a knowledgeable friend giving helpful advice. He will greatly be missed.”
Lafayette Township Supervisor chairman John Ryan appreciated Montecalvo, both as a public figure and on a personal level.“
Abbie was a politician in the old tradition, a man of integrity,” said Ryan. “Although we differed on issues that involved our
municipalities, he provided thoughtful counsel, always doing what he thought was best for Lewis Run.
Being nominated for the Albert Montecalvo Mayor of the Year award is a great honor and an even bigger challenge.
Mayor Robert P. Linn (1908 – 2004) was among the longest-serving mayors in the United States. Linn
served 58 years as the mayor of Beaver named a National Register Historic District in 1996. Linn was
born in Burgettstown and moved to Beaver at age nine.
One of the reasons why the scholarship award is named for Mayor Linn is because he began his career
by teaching for six years at Beaver Falls Junior High School. He then joined Duquesne Light Company
in 1938. Later, he served the company by working with high school home economics teachers to
educate young women on how to “use electrical appliances at home when they got married.” He
spent the next 36 years there until retirement in 1974.
In the fall of 1945, Linn was approached by a friend for suggestions for the town’s new burgess, the equivalent of mayor at
that time. He ended up as the candidate, and at age 37, ran on the Republican ticket, opposing longtime fire chief Dan
Moore. He won the part-time job, and held it for the remainder of his life. His duties involved overseeing the police force,
approving ordinances and casting votes to break ties on borough council.
The job was not easy, and had its share of controversy. He opposed locating the new county jail in the heart of Beaver, on the
site of the old jail dating to before the Civil War. He also was in the center of dispute over banning outdoor burning in town,
and the location of the new Third Street parking garage next to the Beaver County Courthouse. But in all things, he had the
town’s best interests at heart. He was always a great supporter of the Beaver Area Heritage Foundation and Historical
Museum. In a 2002 interview, he said his major accomplishments in office was starting Streetscape, a town beautification
project that replaced concrete sidewalks with red bricks and removed power lines from the main street.
In 1995, the Guinness Book of World Records formally recognized him as the longest-serving mayor in the United States. Said
the Beaver County Times, he “didn’t appear in the book, however, because it had already gone to print.” He was listed for the
first time in the 1998 edition. On July 3, 2001, he received a letter of congratulations from President George W. Bush.
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BEING ACCEPTED
Albert Montecalvo Mayor of the Year Award
A mayor must be all things to all people. Although citizens are not familiar with mayoral duties as prescribed in the Borough Code, they look
to their mayor as the answer to many community problems. Does your mayor go “above and beyond” the normal duties of mayor? Is he or
she an ambassador for your borough to others? Do special projects come naturally to him or her? Is constituent service a number one
priority? If so, we want to know, for you have a candidate for Mayor of the Year!
Interested mayors must submit a resume and a letter from council to be reviewed by a committee appointed by the President of the Association. The award is presented at the annual meeting during the PSAB convention.
1.

The nominee must be an Association member and have completed one full term of four years in office.

2.

The nominee must be recommended by a county mayors association or by an elected official of the mayor’s borough.

3.

Nominations must be submitted on borough letterhead and forwarded to the Secretary/Treasurer of the Association:

4.

All activities (membership, honors, etc.) must have occurred while in office. Include length of service in (from – to) format.

5.
Show community organizations served (showing dates and positions held) and a description of involvement in other community
projects and the extent of participation.

Bob Linn Memorial Scholarship Award
1.

The candidate must submit their high school transcript

2.

The candidate must list all school activities and offices held and dates of such.

3.

Two letters of recommendation will be provided:
a.
from a guidance counselor of the high school where the candidate is currently attending
b.
from a teacher of the student in the 12th grade

4.

A listing of community service

5.

A copy of the letter of notification of admission from the college or university where the nominee will be attending

6.

An informal letter in the individual’s handwriting for the purpose of enabling the Association’s Scholarship Committee to become
acquainted with the nominee; why the nominee wants to attend college and what they expect of a college education.

7.

The nominee shall be a high school senior who is a son, daughter, grandson or granddaughter, of a current Association member
in good standing. Children may be related biologically, adopted, or by marriage

8.

There is no requirement that the candidate be either a resident of PA or be attending a college or university in Pennsylvania.

9.

The committee requests the right to use discretion if there are no candidates who are going into areas of public administration
which has been identified as the specific area of Association interest.
Please adhere to these requirements when sending information for scholarship consideration.
*All nominations will be reviewed by a sub-committee appointed by the President of the Association.

All nominations for either Mayor of the Year or the Scholarship must be received by March 12, 2017.
No fax or email copies will be accepted. Please have all nomination letters legibly completed and sent to:
Diane Smith Secretary - Treasurer AMBP
428 North McKean Street
Butler, PA 16001
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Notes from the Boroughs
I always love reading messages from our member mayors to their communities and thought
I would share with you...
from Mayor Anthony Court of Ellwood City
Happy New Year - 2017. As another year closes, I believe two directions
are ahead of us to consider. One, that of our difficulties, or two, that of
optimism! I challenge all of us to allow the latter to prevail as we
remember the victories of this past year and face the future unafraid of
hardship! Yes, there are challenges we must face globally, & in our community. As your Mayor, I am committed to lead with a calm assurance
and face each day with confidence, courage, and a grateful spirit. We
have achieved so much in our community-----but there is still more to
be done and rest assured, I am committed to make certain our goals
are reached. Be assured, I will remain firm to strive for what is best,
what is right, and what is safe for our town! The New Year is a great
time to focus on a vision and expand outside of our comfort zone to
better ourselves and our surroundings! I count it a privilege to serve
each of you, and will to continue to do so with God's Blessing! May
each of you have a wonderful year's end celebration with those dearest
to you, and look to 2017 with promise for a successful year.

Mayor Geoffrey Henry of Oxford
posted this:
Thank you Public Works for
honoring our Police with a thin
Blue Line.
It is painted between the double
yellow on Hodgson St.

God Bless You All, & Happy New Year Everyone! Mayor AJC

Advocating for Municipal Radar Passage
Mayor Bruce Hockersmith of Shippensburg
Borough, participated in the January edition of
Inside Pennsylvania Boroughs, a public affairs
television program produced by the Pennsylvania
State Association of Boroughs. The show was
created to stay connected with local officials
throughout the state and to educate the public on
issues impacting local government.

L to R: Mayor Hockersmith, Chief Scott McElree, Chris Cap, Host
& PSAB Executive Director and State Senator, Randy Vulakovich.

Hockersmith and other guests discussed the use of
municipal radar by local police. Hockersmith was
joined by state senator Randy Vulakovich,
(R-Allegheny) who is also a retired police officer,
and Quakertown Borough Police Chief Scott
McElree. Hockersmith is a member of the
Association of Mayors of the Boroughs of PA, which
has long-advocated for local police to be able to
use municipal radar as a responsible speed timing
technology.

The show aired on PCN, a public affairs programming channel, on Sun., Jan. 15 at 5 p.m. and Sun., Jan. 29 at 2 p.m.
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January 9th was Law Enforcement Appreciation Day.
The Borough of Carlisle chose to recognize their Police
Department this year by swearing in two new Police Officers
this past Thursday at their monthly council meeting. Mayor
Scott says “ it was an honor to give two of Carlisle's finest the
oath of honor. Please join me in welcoming Officers Timothy
Mayer and Matthew Rothgaber to the Carlisle Police
Department!

Devayani Wintrode, an advocate for pancreatic
cancer awareness, has worked for several years
with Grove City Mayor, Randy Riddle to issue
a proclamation for World Pancreatic Cancer
Awareness Day on November 17th. Riddle’s
proclamation notes that 71% of all 53,070
individuals diagnosed in the USA will die this
year. Wintrode is also asking people to wear
purple which symbolizes awareness for the
disease, on Thursday.

Mayor Tim Scott of Carlisle has a video that is absolutely wonderful. Check it out at:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/CitizensForTimScott/posts/?ref=page_internal

Mayor Anthony Court and the Ellwood City Community has been on
Facebook recognizing outstanding service and dedication to their city by
many of their citizens.
On this occasion Mayor Court presented a proclamation at a recent luncheon
to Richard Streckeisen, a volunteer fireman who has been involved in the
Carpenters project and helped to install handicap ramps.
Two years ago Mr. Streckeisen participated in the departments ALS ice bucket
challenge, an event that many people participated in across the nation to
raise awareness for what is otherwise knows as Lou Gehrig’s disease. Then in
May, he also was diagnosed with ALS. The community and the Fire
Department has come together to let everyone know that they are all family
and no one goes through this alone.

Richard Streckeisen, volunteer fireman and Mayor Court
and friends

“Dick has been a very vital part of our department for many many years. He
has given back to the community in numerous ways and now he needs our
help”, said assistant fire chief Josh Coulter. “He gives his all to everything he
does.”
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2017 PSAB Conference at

Hershey

An Invitation from the PSAB President: Mayor Chuck Mummert

In establishing a culture of Service with Integrity, the PSAB wants to assure that all
elected and appointed oﬃcials understand the laws that help you govern so that
you can always hold your personal and professional honesty and integrity in the
highest regard.
That’s why I invite you to join us for the 106th Annual Conference from May 7 - 10
at the Hershey Lodge.

DOWNLOAD THE BROCHURE AT:

http://boroughs.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Final%20Brochure.pdf

Mayors!!!

Don’t Miss These Sessions!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

AMBP Membership Roundtable and Business Meeting
Presiding: Randy Riddle, President
Tuesday, May 9th
9:30 - 10:30 AM

Maintaining Meeting Decorum
Violence in Our Communities
Government Grants: State & Federal Agency Update
Ethics in Social Media
Cyber security
Red Flags in Workers’ Comp
Impacts of Police - Community Conflicts
Elected Oﬃcials’ Role in Police Management
Sounding the Siren on Ambulance & EMS Coverage
Storm water Compliance
Legislative Update
Much More!

Hershey, Pennsylvania

Keynote Speaker: Cal Ripken Jr.!
The Keys to Perseverance
Cal Ripken, Jr. A one-of-a-kind athlete, role
model, and motivational speaker, Cal
Ripken, Jr. talks to audiences about
leadership, loyalty, patience, and
perseverance – qualities that lead to
success in baseball and in government.

